
JUDGE JAMBS G* &WAN, PORT TOWXSEflD, WASH. 

AUGUST 2 ,  1895. 

(Interviewed by Richard Rathbun) 

A *  This is a Splendid p l ace  f o r  an 

aquaria  here. 

Would have to do is t o  p u t  up a l i t t l e  rindmill 

and 8 tank and Pump the salt water out  of  t h e  

bay, and there  is a l l  the  machinery that would 

be needed, and the expense would  be s i m p l y  the 

c o s t  o f  the  aquaria .  Now, how much do those 

If we had a bui ld ing  d l  we 

things IRK. Cost? 

Q. Colonel McDonald himself i s  the one t o  

t e l l  that. 

A. I want you t o  understand and r epor t  

about the bene f i t  o f  t h i s  particular p lace .  

You cannot have an  aquaria o f  that kind i n  San 

Francisco t o  show any of these cold water f ish,  

and here  you can. You can show halibut here,  

anc? you can show cod fish and black cod, and the 

various salmon, a l l  in ruli s i z e  and d i v e ,  by 

m v i n g  t h i s  thine; made b i g  BnOUBh, and then 

there is a variety o f  marine plants  and these 

d i f f e r e n t  kinds of mollusks end 888 Eu'Xmones in 

variety, and a variety of o t h e r  thing8 I t  
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could be made very a t t r a c t i v e  and u s e h i l  t o  

study, and then those enormous geoducl c l m s ,  

which a r e  p e c u l i a r  t o  Puget Sound. 

Q. Where do you get  i t?  

A m  They a r e  most go t t en  i n  Olympia, 

because the Indians d i g  f o r  them theve, but I: 

have seen them here. The geoduc c lam is c a l l e d  

by a d i f f e r e n t  name, but I cannot r e c a l l  it. 

All those th ings  f have i n  my o f f i c e ,  I could 

exh ib i t  those things,  and those l a t i c a y  which 

8- grow t o  a b i g  size, if given an  aquaria  w i t h  

sand so they can burrough i n  and hide themselves 

And a t  the same time, while i t  is in te res t ing ,  

i t  i s  u s e m i  as a mat te r  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  inquiry 

as much as a t  Woods Hole, and you cannot have i t  
I a t  S e a t t l e  o r  Tacoma because the water is turbid 

t h e r e  and you dont want t o  go t o  Cape F le t t e ry  

because i t  is too far  out of t h e  way, and I f ind  

the  water here is the  same deyai ty  and tempera- 1 

ture as it is a t  Heah Bay, but when you go be- 

yond he1-e the influence of  t he  r i v e r s  makes a 

d i f fe rence ,  but t he re  is nothing o f  the  kind 

that come6 i n t o  this bay that roul?3 i n t e r f e r e  

I 

w i t h  it. I was t a l k i n g  w i t h  a gentleman who 

vas q u i t e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h i s  aquarium business,  
A 
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Alaska?  

A. I dont know about i t s  being any bigger. 

We have i t  here about 300 fathoms long. 

way i t  gro18, i t  doe8 not g r o w  right up 300 

fatho!ns, but i t  starts in  a s t rong  cur ren t  so 

t h a t  i t  keeps it down and a f t e r  a while i t  ge ts  

UT’ t o  the  sur face  of  t he  water, and sometimes 

i t  s t r e t c h e s  along severa l  hundred f e e t  first. 

The 

I have a record o f  a p iece  about 600 f e e t  that 

d r i f t e d  up a t  Neah Bay on the  beach. That had 

30 o r  40 leaves,  great long streamers t h a t  

covered the water a l l  over. 

Q- Is there  any o f  t ha t  having only one 

l e a f ?  

A. No; not that  I have e v e r  seen. By-the 

way, 1 want t o  t e l l  you how I s t a r t e d  i n  t o  

preserve  t h i s  a lgae and make l e a t h e r  out o f  i t .  

It w a s  f i ne ,  but it  wants a man w i t h  same 

knowledge, some chemical knowledge, and he wmld 

make something ou t  of it. 

man t o  p r i n t  an a r t i c l e  about i t  and presented 

it t o  General Harr ison t o  show what it  was. 

I had a newspaper 

e 

Q. 

A. Oh, yes; i t  is v e r y  st rong.  The 

Does it  have the  t e n a c i t y  o f  l e a t h e r ?  

Indian8 u88 it .for f i s h  l i n e s .  I have 
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advanced with  it  u n t i l  I found out how t o  make 

it look l i k e  l e a t h e r ,  but I r a n t  t o  get some- 

th ing  that rill keep i t  Qn a s o f t  condi t ion a l l  

the time. 1 s e n t  s m e  t o  Vic tor ia  and they 

s a i d ,  the book-binder s a id  he be l ieves  i t  c o u l d  

be used t o  make l a d i e s '  pocket books and t h a t  

kind o f  fancy work, and they became very much 

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  it ,  and I wanted t o  get  some 

young chemist t he re  t o  take hold o f  it r i t h m e ,  

and I s a i d  a l l  you have t o  do  is t o  come down 

on t h e  beach here and you can  ge t  all you want, 

and t r y  your ~qxmtLfltPPk experiments. They d i s -  

so lve  t h i s  s tuff  w i t h  carbonate o f  soda; just put 

it i n  a tub and mascerate it and i t  t u r n s  i n t o  

water. They m e  i t  i n  Japan and have used i t  

f o r  ages, and they make t rans lucent  r i n d o r  

panes f o r  the poor people 's  houses. A gentle- 

man f om Vic to r i a  said t h e y  made a mixture which 

is very sweet, and he ras going t o  b r ing  me 

over ~ m e .  They were selling i t  i n  V ic to r i a  

and he was going to br ing  me some over t o  

shor. 

s t a r t e d  here i f  anybody w i l l  take h o l d  of  it. 

They made the sweet stuff from the k e l p  there, 

and a r e  doing it now- 

So now there  is an  industry that can be 

And t h i s  formula was 
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.sent t o  me by Prof. Baird?/ and the  gentleman 

made a s e r i e s  o f  experiment8 and aecer ta ined  the  

value of it  n8 food. 

you t o  just think of .  Of course you have the 

books i n  Washington on the sub jec t  and can r e f e r  

t o  it there .  

That is a subjec t  I r a n t  

Q. Now, t o  go on t o  the  rm seal; w h a t  

tempted Mr. Hutchinson? t o  go up t o  Bertng Sea 

first? 

A. Well, I t  w a s  about this purchase o f  

Russia, you know; from Russia of t he  t e r r i t o r y  

there ,  and h i s  a t t e n t i o n  had been c a l l e d  t o  i t  

by some gentleman and they thought i t  w o u l d  be a 

good specula t ion ;  and they got acquainted w i t h  

the ‘governor of Alaska and they  made a proposi- 

t i o n  t o  him t o  s e l l  o u t  and go shares .  He gave 

i n  t o  i t ,  and then Hutchinson started up, and I 

became acquainted w i t h  him and liked him f i r e t  

r a t e ,  and t he re  was a young fellow by the name 

o f  Dinklespiel d o m  a t  San Francisco, and he was 

going up and did  go up, and came back w i t h t h i s  

echoqner load  of stuff, and when he got here i t  

~ a 8  in t he  spring, about htarch, and the re  was a 

snow storm, and we were t ak ing  account of thi8 

stuff they had brought down with tham, and he 
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said it  

about i t  any more, and he sa id ,  you take the  

account of i t  and I will take your f igures ,  a d  

I could have sold half the  s t u f f  t he re  then. 

There wt8 8 l o t  O f  copper, and i t  was very 

valuable.  

8 0  cold he w a s  not going t o  bother 

Q. Where d i d  t h a t  s tuff  cone from, the 

P r i b i l o f  I s lands?  

A.  No; i t  came *om Sitka. 

Q. H o w  d i d  Hutchinson happen t o  go up 

the re?  

A. Well, he go t  acquainted i n  San Francis- 

co w i t h  Clay and Bostrick? and one or two o the r s  

t h a t  he met - I dont know how they got acquaint52 

-- but they did,  and they took a fancy t o  h i m  and 

they g o t  him up t o  Por t  Townsend, and there  w!m 

a friend of mine a t  the 8 to re  here and he 

acquainted w i t h  some O f  those People i n  Victoris 

and he was back and f o r t h  q u i t e  a while, and 

then he wanted m e  t o  go up with him, but I d id  

not  have much f a i t h  i n  i t ,  but,  o f  course, 

had gone I could have got ten  i n  a8 well as the 

If I 

r e e t .  

Q. He had no Idea then o f  going i n to  the 
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iur seal businese? 

A. No, indeed; it was t o  buy t h i s  Russian- 

' American stock they had there .  I t  was an 

enonnous stock o f  very c o s t l y  goods, and they 

sharbd w i t h  Max Shutoff,  this governor. When 

the t r e a t y  was made and the  counky was so ld  t o  

t he  United S t a t e s ,  then the governor advised 

t h e  company t o  s e l l  ou t  t h e i r  s tuff  and get out 

o f  i t ,  and they had t o  sell i t  t o  the  b e s t  

advantage, and, o f  course, they c o u l d  not sell 

i t  there  as t he re  was nothing but Indians.  

Q. What d id  they do wi th  such valuable  

goods a t  S i tka?  

A. Well, they had t h e  copper Porn th i s  o ld  

Polcopski;  he r  b o i l e r s  were made o f  copper. 

She was a Russian vesse l  b u i l t  by the Russians 

and was used for going amongst t h e i r  t r ad ing  

p o s t s ,  and she is  now owned here on the Sound. 

Q. 

A. O h ,  i t  must have been - well, when was 

the  Russian purchase? Well, i t  was a fer years  

How long  ago did that happen? 

ai t er t-ha t . 
Q. He made this t r ansac t ion  just  after 

the purchaae was mdeY 

A. Ye8, a i r .  They got i n t o  it; it was 
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not Hutchinson alone you know. 

Q. Yes, I understand -- Hutchinson, Clay 

and o thers .  

A.  Hutchinson, C lay ,  B o s t a i c k ,  L i e b e s ;  and 

I know t h i s  D i n k l e q i a l  was up w i t h  them. 

Senator Mi l l e r  o f  Ca l i fo rn ia  got i n  then. Mr. 

Hutchinson would give theee people  stock i n  the 

company o r  m y t h i n g  t o  c e t  t h e i r  votes .  

e= men d i d  t h a t  company begin t o  go i n t o  

the  sealiny, business? 

A. Shor t ly  a f t e r  t h e  purchase. I think 

the re  was a g r e a t  l o t  o f  s e a l  sk ins  i n  the  

company's warehouse t ha t  he bought a t  the time, 

and they sold them a t  an enormous p r i c e .  I 

dont suppose they gave over a dol lar  apiece fo r  

them, and probably s o l d  them for $10 or $15. 

. Q. I r a n t  t o  get  a t  the beginning o f  the i r  

seal lng work P I 

A. Well, the purchase they made the re  1 

think was t h e  s t a r t i n g  of i t ,  and Hutchinaon saw 

a t  a n  e a r l y  pe r iod  the  necess i ty  of' having the 

cont ro l  o f  the  P r i b i l o f  Ielande, and the re  is 

vhere they s t a r t e d  i n  t o  get the cont ro l ,  and 

the h e s i a n s  had before then I think found that 

they were depleting the seals t he re  -- t h e i r  o m  
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people were - and they p u t  a stop t o  it  for 7 

years and would  not allow them to  k i l l  any 

seals, and they all came back again,  and they 

would a l l  come back now i n  5 or 6 gears  if the 

government would p u t  a stop t o  i t ;  because you 

cannot exterminate the s e a l s .  You can drive 

them from one place  t o  another,  and you can 

decimate them, but you cannot exterminate them 

any more than you can a cod f i s h .  There was 

one gentleman here that I introduced t o  Mr. 

Riggs, rho came from the  Falkland Is lands,  a d  

he was telling about the  s e a l  business down 

there. He was asking m e  sanething about t he  

seal business, th i s  gentleman was, and I t o l d  

him, I can take you down t o  a man rho can t e l l  

you a l l  about them, and has probably just come 

f’rorn the re  - 1 forget hi8 n&m - and he t o l d  

t h i s  gentleman about the sea ls  a t  Sand Polnt.  

The Chi l lan  Oovernment rill not  allow any 

American schooners t o  go there and seal and they 
* 

have steamers come around there from Valparafso 

and take the  skins, and f r o m  the re  t h e y  are 

shipped t o  Londoh. A l l  we know about It is 

from the t rade  sales in London, as  they arc a l l  

dO8ignated There they come from. 
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Q. Does t h i s  man say they have increased 

there?  

A -  yes, but they are  not a8 p len ty  a s  

they were. ' b e y  t e l l  about  Some schooners 

that  went down from New London t o  c e r t a i n  i s lands  

o f f  Cape Horn where they used t o  be very 

thick, and they went and took and p u t  a lot of 

coa l  o i l  over there  and s e t  f i r e  t o  i t  and i t  

drove the seals off and they r e n t  o f f  t o  another 

place .  That was so they should not  get a m  

seals  there .  Well, they all came back again 

i n  a fer years. Then, down i n  the south sea8 

t he re  i s  an enormous quant i ty  o f  those seals ,  

but people dont l i k e  t o  go down there ,  as i t  is 

a terrible place .  This firm here has been 

dom? 

Q. When was that,  lonc ago? 

A. Oh, yes; a good many years  ago. That 

was a t  the Shetland Islands, a t  a p lace  called 

Seal Rock. I c a m o t  r e c a l l  who t h i s  gentleman 

was t h a t  w a s  here. 

Q. men waa it? 

A. 

Q. Was it not Tornsend? 

A. 

It  wae only a fer reeks ago. 

Well, I guess it  was Townsend come t o  
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think of it. 

Q* YOU s a i d  a good dea l  before supper 

about the Pups i n  t h i s  region and Willapa Bay 

region;  through there.  

well, when you go down t o  Neah Bag 

you can make inqu i r i e s  f o r  yourself ,  and i t  is 

m t  at a l l  u n l i k e l y  that you can find some of  

those pups  among the Indians.  

Q. !hose pups that  they have are taken 

from the female a f t e r  they kill her P 

A. Yes. 

e. You sa id  something about the  pups 

being found m m e t i m s ?  

A. Yes; and the evidence I got  from the 

Indians at the time t h i s  gentleman was taking 

the  evidence; they s a i d  they have seen a seal 

t h a t  had just given b i r t h  t o  d PUP and they 

iounci t h e  pup and k i l l e d  the  mother, and the 

blood was all around h e r  as tlmugh i t  came from 

her; and the  quest ion was asked whether there  

was any milk in h e r  udder, and t h e y  s a i d ,  yes; 

and I aa id  t o  the Indian, why d id  not you t e l l  

this before? and he sa id ,  why I never thought 

anything about it. But I know this gentleman 

had come here with  a very pre judiced  v i e r  that 
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there  was nothing o f  the  kind occurred, but 

after h i s  inves t iga t ion  he )ud s a i d  there was no 

use f o r  any one t o  be dogmatic; t o  say that  

theae 8eals, because t h e y  had c e r t a i n  habi ts  i n  

ene l o c a l i t y ,  t h a t  they a r e  the same i n  a l l  

localities, because there  were c e r t a i n  surround- 

ings that w o u l d  make a l t e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e i r  

habi t s .  

Q- I saw i n  a s t o r e  to-day a fur s e d  s k i n  

near ly  as long 8 s  t h a t  t ab le ,  but not a s  ride, 

and t h e  man said it was f r o m  one of those a- 

born pups. Would not t h a t  be very large? 

A -  Was i t  black? 

A. Yes. 

A. Well, they had s t r e t c h e d  it  then, 

because a young pup seal would not be bigger 

than a l i t t l e  k i t t e n .  

inches long when they a r e  born. 

%ey a r e  about 12to 14 

Q. 

th is  table .  

The s k i n  was p r e t t y  near  as long  as 

A. Well, i t  might have been a pup that  

was taken o u t  from the womb o f  t he  mother, but 

vas kept  by the  Indians u n t i l  i t  had grom. 

Q. HOW frequently do they g e t  those l i v e  

pups f r o m  the mother? 
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A. Oh; they ge t  them every year.  There 

is a gentleman here who was the  capta in  of a 

s e a l i n g  schooner who is a very r e l i a b l e  man, 

named Capt. N. To Oliver .  There a r e  a great 

many people who think they !-nor all about it ,  

but when you come t o  quest ion them, they dont 

know anything about i t ,  because they have not 

observed. I 

& *  YOU dont know that the seals haul out 

anwhere  a t  the mouth o f  t h e  S t r a i t s ?  

A. No. They haul out on these kelp 

patches.  

Are they t h i c k  enough f o r  them t o  rest 

up on? 

A. O h ,  Lod, yes! masses o f  them. I t  is 

p r e t t y  difficult for a steamer t o  ff force its 

r a y  through. 

Q. Are those kelp patches over r o c k  bottom. 

A. Yea. 

Q. In how deep r a t e r  would they sometimes 

be? 

A. Well, a l l  the r a y  from 4 t o  20 fathoms, 

and perhaps more than that. 

rater they are in the  f a r t h e r  they w i l l  spread 

Then, the  deeper 
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Out, and they W i l l  be almost a n  incredib le  

length* YOU W i l l  be j u s t  in time t o  see these 

kelp patches a t  Neah Bay now. 

e* h a t  do the  Indians do w i t h  t h e i r  

skins? 

A.  Take them over to V i c t o r i a .  I by 

the  paper some r e n t  over last week, about 30 

skins, and t he  Indians; why, i f  they had been 

allowed t o  sell during l a s t  month, the s e a l s  

Were just as thick a s  they could be. 

e.  Well, they have the r i g h t  a t  any t ime  

dont they? 

A. Yes; but t he re  has been very rough 

weather there .  Oliver t o l d  me  the weather 

was t e r r i f i c .  He was out 4 o r  5 weeks and they 

only lowered t h e i r  boats 2 o r  3 days, and he 

sa id  the  seala were jus t  as t h i c k  as they could 

be and would  come r igh t  alongside the ve8se1, 

but they could  not get them as  the water was so 

rough, and he aaid he never saw a m  mre seals 

than he saw t h i s  year. That is the schooner 

Xlsie of about 56 tons. 

0. What do you t h h k  O f  t h e  re@at ions  

reerdine;  Au. seals t h a t  a r e  in force nor? 

A. Well, I dont 1 U e  them a t  a l l  "- 
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l i k e  any of these regula t ions  and never have, 

because they dont give the  poor man a chance. 

That is  my opposi t ion t o  it; they a r e  j u s t  

f a t t e n i n g  up these monopolies i n  San Francisco, 

and the  poor man g e t s  no benef i t  at a l l .  

These companies a r e  not making the  money they 

d id ,  but they a r e  j u s t  breaking t he  law i n  

t h e i r  c80e and nobody s a y s  a word. The Ear 

says, t he re  shall no t  be any o f  those Fur bear- 

ing animals k i l l e d  i n  Alaska, and t h a t  includes 

the Seals,  but they a r e  hunting them a l l  t h e  

time. All d i f f e r e n t  kinds o f  animals, bears,  

seals, fox s k i n s ,  e tc .  That CWanY bW any- 

th ing  they can ge t  hold of- 

Q. Canada now is claiming a g rea t  p a r t  of  

Alaeka.  You know they a r e  t r y i n g  t o  change 

their boundary l i n e .  

A. Bel l ,  I guess Americans w i l l  no t  s tand 

that. When is our conmission going up? 

e. They are having a survey made, but rill 

not go up. The surveys a r e  about f in i shed .  

The commissioner on our side does not go up 

the re  a t  a l l .  

A. I ou&t  t o  have sune o f f i c e  that I 

should be enabled $0 have all these th ings  her** 
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and then give a l l  t he  answers t o  the d i f f e r e n t  

fishermen that come. Now I have t o  do i t  all .  

I am not responsible;  but 1 should be very much 

pleased i f  r e  could have t h i s  aquar ia  here, 80 

t h a t  I could oversee i t ;  t h a t  would be no trou- 

b l e  a t  all. If I had the  money I would have i t  

myself, but rhe-i anybody f e e l s  i n t e r e s t e d  t o  go 

out here, and i f  you could ge t  some person that 

ran ted  t o  s t a r t  some new business to  come out 

and t r y  t h i s  kelp business,  the  whole th ing  can 

be t r i e d  r i g h t  here i n  P o r t  Townsend, and when 

they found t h e  proper  course t o  pursue, then 

would be time t o  pu t  i n  the  machinery. 

Q. How fa r  up the S t r a i t s  o f  Fuca do the 

f u r  seals cane in? 

A. Oh, they have been k i l l e d  up i n  Hoods 

Canal 

8- Not i n  recent  years? 

A. Well, I heard o f  t h e i r  being up there  

this l a s t  winter.  There was, I remember, years  

ago, and inc ident  which I repor ted  t o  Prof'. 

Baird: 

swimming around and somebody shot  the mother and 

the  quarterrnester o f  the c u t t e r  got t he  pup and 

took It sboard and they kept i t  and made a pet  

There war3 a ftw seal and i t a  pup was 
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o f  it ,  and ahen the c u t t e r  w a s  i n  here they 

would l e t  i t  go out  and s w i m  a l l  about and when 

It got  t i r e d  i t  would cane back again; and 

f i n a l l y ,  one day when i t  was swimming around the  

c u t t e r  was ordered off, and when t h e y  came back 

again the pup was gone; e i t h e r  l o s t  o r  had been 

k i l l e d ,  and t h e y  l o s t  i t  i n  that way. I think 

Capt. R z t t l e  rill remember it. 

Q. Do they come up here i n  any numbers, 

o r  just  a f e r ?  

A. Sometimes q u i t e  abundantly they rill 

come in ,  but they a r e  not  much like they a re  

when they a r e  going nor th  They come i n  a f t e r  

salmon, chasing the  salmon Up. 

Q. mat t im  do they cane in? 

A. I n  the spring. 

Q. A t  t he  time when the  Schools are bound 

north? 

A. Before they a r e  going north* 

they a r e  p lay ing  around th3 Cape. You know 

they p l a y  around the Cape, c l e a r  down t o  the 

Columbia River. 

first, and they take them when they are coming 

up. They are circling around that rsy and 

That is where our sealers go 



-45- 

dont take a s t r a i g h t  course up north. 

remember one year when I was down to  the Cape, 

i t  was i n  the month o f  January, and then the 

Indlans k i l l e d  qui te  a lot. They rent  out  and 

hilled a l l  these f i s h  r igh t  around Water Island; 

I . 

these seals  i n  t h e i r  canoes. 

Q. These seals ,  i f  l e f t  alone, would 

probably  go out again? 

A. Oh, yea. There is plenty of food f o r  

them here. But t h a t  Hood's Canal; I want to  

see the time when the Alba t ross  can go there  

and m a k e  a thorough survey o f  it. 

Q. What fi8he8 occur up there? 

A. mer. &e l o t s  of black cod up there, 

and I think they breed up there;  and the other  

kinds  o f  common cod and the  sebastichthea,  and 

there  I s  the red fish, Sebastoldes; and ihep 

c a l l  them bass and rock cod and they c a l l  them 

anything but the proper name. The water is 

Full o f  them, and l o t 6  o f  things that we dont 

know anything about. There is the  sea switch, 

any quant i ty  o f  them up there. !he Albazrosa 

could ge t  half a ship load of  those fish. 

Q. Do they g r o w  very long there? 

A. I have aeen thm 10 feet long. I 
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think I have sent  some 8 f e e t  t o  Washington. 

Q. 

A. yes, I sent  them. I could do f o r  $50 

D i d  you s e d  a l o t  once i n  a t i n  tube? 

a month and my necessary expenses, the same 

work that  Prof .  Baird gave me $300 a month when 

I ren t  o u t  f o r  him. Just enough t o  pay me f o r  

being interested.  

Q. Have you any seal ing schooners that 

belong here? 

A. 

Q. 
A. 

there. 

Q* 
A. 

Q* 
A. 

Only the schooner Elsie.  

The r e s t  hail from San Francisco? 

Neah Bay. The Indians have a number 

H o w  l a r g e  a re  they? 

O h ,  40 or 50 tons. 

Are they navigated by the  Indians? 

Well, the Indians always t a k e  a white 

man along t o  navigate them when they go up 

north. 

Iior about the Duke of York? 

The Duke, of York was dead long ago. A* 

Q. How about his son? 

A. O h ,  he has a schooner and cruises 

arounU here. He is a very s m a r t  Indians 

Q. What do the Indians do besides sealing? 
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A -  Halibut f i s h i n g  and cod f i sh ing ,  and 

Some all kinds o f  f i s h i n g  and k i l l i n g  whales. 

years the India- have k i l l e d  12 or 13 whales 

and the o i l  they ge t  out o f  them brings them i n  

8 good deal  o f  money. O f  course, you cannot  

see  them i n  t h e i r  glory now because they have 

a l l  &one away mostly, but there  is enough there  

t o  give you an idea and you can see  the  mtural 

h i s t o r y  o f  the place.  They have a new Indian 

agent there  nor, but I dont know h i s  name, but 

M r .  Charles %die, who is te legraph operator  and 

postmaster,  I can give you a letter of in t ro-  

duc t ion  t o  him and he can introduce you t o  the 

Indian agent. 

Q. m e r e  does %die come from? 

A. I dont know. 

Q. Khat else can you t e l l  us about the 

f’ur sea l?  Are there  any o the r  suggestions? 

A. No; I o n l y  t e l l  w h a t  I have had the  

experience myself. 

the  s e a l s  of t h e  P r i M l o f  I s l ands  because I 

have never been t he re  and have no r i g h t  t o  make 

I dont say a m t h i n g  about 

to them at all. And I want t o  dJ9dwsw 
any 

have this  thing s tud ied  out. 

trying for yerrrs t o  have a scientific invest iga-  

I have been 
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t i o n  made of it, and YOU know the crude manner 

i n  which E l l i o t t  made tha t .  

well  have c a l l e d  me a l i a r .  

take 8s much s tock i n  him as they did  a t  one 

time* I n  one of  my r e p o r t s  t o  P r o f .  Baird I 

said that I thought i t  would be a very good p lan  

if he  would draw up some blank forms t o  be given 

t o  the  cap ta in  o f  every vesse l  that c leared  to 

go t o  Alaska o r  the South Seas, and l e t  the 

c o l l e c t o r  of customs give e copy t o  every vesse l  

when she cleared,  and they shal l  be f i l l e d  out 

by the cap ta in  o f  t he  vessel ,  tha t  if they saw 

any seals on a voyage t o  p u t  down the  l a t i t u d e  

and longi tude and what observations the re  were, 

because capta ins  have told me t h a t  they have 

8een these s e a l s  repeatedly on t h e i r  voyages 

and they come t o  the cnnclusion t h a t  there must 

be aoundinge, perhaps 100 fathoms, and there  was 

fish t he re  and the seals were j u s t  as p l e n t i w  

as they could be, and young ones with them. 

Xor ,  if t h e  th ing  had been followed and the  da t a  

collected see w h a t  da t a  re would have go t t en  in 

a l l  these yeare, snd the  capta ins  have frequent- 

l p  t o i d  me they have seen these  s e a s ,  but t h e y  

did m t  & any note of it ,  but if they h a d a  

He might j u s t  as 

I guem they dent 
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blank form they would put  i t  down. You have 

no idea what a lot o f  information can be got ten  

out o f  these  captains ,  provided you give them 

something a l i t t l e  ou ts ide  of  the regular book. 

You know the mate keeps the regular books, but 

the cap ta in  would a t t e n d  t o  anything o f  this 

kind. There is a man here named Greenleaf, 

rho has been employed by the  governnent, and 

he has of ten  talked with me  about these seals, 

and he came from New London about a schooner 

t h a t  he xa8 i n t e r e s t e d  in ,  and he came out 

here and didnot know where she was and sup- 

posed she was lost, and a l l  a t  once ehe 

turned up with 25,000 skins .  He has remarked 

t o  m e  t h a t  any t h e  t h a t  he r e n t  on the vessel 

if he only had had sane l i t t l e  memorandum of 

that kind t o  call h i s  a t t e n t i o n ,  i t  w o u l d  have 

been jus t  a p leasure  t o  him t o  have noted these 

things down. 

Q. How about the oys te r s  i n  t h i s  region? 

A. The oyster  is t h e  same here 88 the 

na t ive  o y s t e r  in Shoal Water .Bay, and i t  fs 

found i n  greater abundance i n  O l y m p i a  and up 

b o d ' s  Canal. How, the S t a t e  inspectors bere 

r0-d a great many oysters UP on H O O ~ ' ~  C d *  
9 
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when they r e r e  m a k l w  t h e i r  observations about 

the tides, e tc . ,  and those commissioners l i v e  

here,  two o u t  o f  the three  9- M r .  Garrish and 

Mr. Mutty, and they can give you all the Infor- 

mation about t he  oys t e r s ,  and I think, when you 

come up from Neah Bay I rill introduce you t o  

these gentlemen. But that is not -- we want t h e  

Albatross  to  go up there  because she has a 

dredge, and all they know about is t h e  oysters  

they saw a t  l o r  t i de ,  but there  is a bigger  

oys t e r  out in deeper water. 

Q. Is there  more than the one species 

here? 

A .  I dont know. 

Q. Axe these  oys te rs  e n t i r e l y  eatisfactory 

t o  the people here? 

A. Well, the  oys t e r s  they br ing here is 

all we get .  

Q. What I mean is, would i t  be any object 

t o  introduce t h e  e a s t e r n  oyster here? 

A. Oh, yes; you see  they have been in t ro-  

duced down a t  %n Francisco and they ship 

up here. 

them 

8. I have heard 80 many say that they dent * 
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care  f o r  the e a s t e r n  oys t e r  here. 

A *  Those who have been aCCU8tOmed t o  e a t i n g  

these oyster8 here;  they have a peculiar flavor 

and they P r e f e r  them t o  the  e a s t e r n  oys t e r .  

C a l l  i t  a capper f lavor ,  but it  has no 

copper f l avor  at all; i t  is bromine or something 

of that  kind, but i t  18 not unpalatable  a t  an. 
They a r e  very much l i k e  the  Engl ish oyster .  

I t  ha8 a s t rong  s a l i n e  fatrnx f l a v o r  the same 

a8 t hese  do. 

Q. What Is a n  oys t e r  C O C k t 8 i l f  

A. Just an oys te r  p u t  in a cup with pepper 

that is a l l ,  and a l i t t l e  vinegar. 

Q. The o y s t e r s  they br ing  i n  here cane 

from Olympia do they? 

A. Yes, I think so. They a r e  shipped 

down from Olympia, and I dont know but some 

a r e  shipped f r o m  Tacoma. 

Q. !they dont o c c u r  towards the mouth of 

the bay heref 

A. Oh, no. They used t o  find them UP 

here in JemW, i n  t he  head of t h i s  bay, and one 

winter they got a purse se ine  anc~ went out 

at Point Discevery Bay, but in -11 

q a n t f t i e s ,  not enough t o  make i t  aW o b j e a t *  
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A r e  they cultivated a t  Olympia a t  all? 

I dent know how much c u l t i v a t i o n  there A *  

is* I t  is not i n  Olympia but in Mud Bay, and 

t h a t  is where they have been planted.  

Q- n o  fs EL good man here t o  see on the  

oys t e r s  there? 

A. Well, I ahould see Joe Cates if I w a s  

going t o  see anybody, because he is a r e l i a b l e  

man, and he can t e l l  you which o f  these men is 

r e l i a b l e .  

&*  Do they supply enormous q u a n t i t i e s  of 

oys t e r s  here P 

A .  1To; jus t  onl:r the  l o c a l  demand. Just 

a few sacks come down on the steamboat. 

Q. Supposing e a s t e r n  oys t e r s  were brought 

here ,  where is the beet  place here f o r  them t o  

be t r i e d ?  

A. Well, that is a thing t h a t  I dont 

really know without looking in to  It a l i t t l e  

wre. I know when I l i v e d  in  Shoal Water Bay 

that  is a g r e a t  oys t e r  p lace ,  but around here I 

have not given my a t t e n t i o n  t o  it ,  ami those 

who d id  go in to  i t  did not know what they were 

about and made f a i l u r e s  of  i t  every time* 

YOU t o  c u l t i v a t e  oysters t h e  same 8s YOU 
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Would a f i e l d  O f  po t a toes  or grain,  and these 

People thought all YOU had t o  do w a s  t o  throw 

them out and l e t  them go, and every one w i l l  be 

ea t en  UP w i t h  the s t a r  fish. If I was gofng t o  

c u l t i v a t e  oys t e r s  I would.  make a stockade 80 

that  these f i s h  couad not ge t  i n to  i t ,  and you 

must keep the s t a r f i s h  out .  Geoduck clams 

they ge t  r i g h t  around here by digging down 5 o r  

6 f e e t .  

&* Is not the  she218 I have he re  the young 

of  the  geoduc? 

A. It looks l i k e  i t ,  but I cannot say for 

c e r t a i n  without comparing t h e m .  The Indians 

can t e l l  the  d i f f e r e n t  v a r i e t i e s  just  as well  as 

I can, and they have a d i f f e r e n t  name f o r  every 

va r i e ty .  If the P r ince  o f  Wales was here 

he c o u l d  t e l l  us all about  these  s h e l l s  and 

give us the C l a l l a m  Indian names. 

Q. The cockerel  they use a good deal here? 

A. Oh, yes; the  Indians use those them- 

selves .  They are not the kind they br ing  

t o  market and s e l l  t o  people.  There i s  a b i g  

clam that is the  most de l i c fous  ea t ing  of am 
f eyer put  i n  my mouth. It is a CrnOn C l a m  

A but I forge t  what the s c i e n t i f i c  name i a *  
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- p e l t  many people  th ink  they a r e  not f i t  t o  e a t .  

But t h i s  f r i e n d  o f  mine, Drew, who came from 

Boston, he was a l w a y s  very fond o f  clams, and 

one summer I spoke t o  h i m  about these b i g  clams 

and he said they were not f i t  t o  e a t ,  and I 

saiQ, you dont know what i s  good; 80 I had some 

cooked, end jus t  took the be l ly  par t  and s l i t  it  

r i g h t  i n  h a l f ,  and I had them nice ly  f r i e d ,  and 

when we s a t  down t o  the t ab le  they put some 

before  g him, and I to ld  him t o  e a t  i t ,  and he 

p u t  sane i n  h i s  mouth and s a i d ,  by George! t h a t  

i s  the  f i n e s t  th ing  I have ever  t a s t e d ;  and I 

t o l d  h i m  it  was the clams he would not  e a t .  

Q. They dont use many clams here i n  the 

market ck, they? 

A. No; the  squaws peddle them around. 

&. They go out and d i g  them with w h a t ?  

A. They have a p e c u l i a r  shaped s t i c k 8  o r  an 

i ron  rod, these o l d  squaw do, a,.d just d i g  down 

and p r y  them up. 

8. T h a t  i s  hard work; the  clams dont 

burrough much do they? 

A. no, I dont think they do. I was over 

a t  the entrance of Grace Harbor, I suppose where 

the t ide had washed o f f  t h e  bank and r e  r e n t  
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along In a canoe and g o t  a b a r r e l  o r  two o f  

them, j u s t  picked them r i g h t  up o f f  the  surface.  

Q. Do you e a t  s ca l lops?  

A. Oh, my! dont say anything about 

sca l lops .  We have the  g r e a t  northwestern 

pecten;  I have seen the? 8 inches ac ross ,  and 

they a r e  the  most de l i c ious  eating! 

Q. Coarse ribbed s h e l l s ?  

A. Yes. They a r e  very fine, but we dont 

ge t  any now; the Indians got so they charged 

25 cents  apiece f o r  them. 

Q- 'Vhy was that? 

A. Because everybody wa3ted them a t  the  

boom times, and people  w o u l d  p a y  any p r i c e  fm 

them, and f i n a l l y  they run them up t o  25 cents 

apiece,  and  when a n  Indian runs t h e  p r i c e  up he 

doee not want t o  pu t  i t  down again.  

Q. Do they use any o f  t h e  o the r  m o l l u s k s  

here a t  a l l ?  Do they use the  octopus a t  all? 

The d e v i l  fish? 

A. Yes; the  Indians do; t he  whites  dont. 

But they dont know how t o  

But t h i s  Indian 1 had knew how t o  

I have ea t en  them. 

cook them. 

cook them so they would be q u i t e  tender  and 

nice. but I dont know w h a t  he did wi th  i t ,  
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managed b make i t  very  tender. And it 

the Indians always is the best stuff for bai t ;  

Use that for bait  when they cgm c e t  i t .  

Do You have any skate in here? 

A. Yes. 

Q e  Are they comon? 

A.  wel l ,  they are not very comon.  

Q- Dont see anything o f  them; dont use 

then i n  the market? 

A .  Oh, no. They are not caught - i f  they 

are  caught accidentally they are j u s t  exhibited 

a s  cur ios i t i e s ,  but nobody hUt8 f o r  them. 

They can g e t  other f i s h  so much easier they 

dont rant to bother with them. 

8.  Do they use any of the sea snails here 

f o r  food, the Natica? 

A. Oh, yes; they eat t h e m  all. 

m Q. Have you any specimens of that so 8s 

to  know which kind it is? 

A. Well, yes; a l l  these l i t t l e  things that 

p o w  on the rocks here. 

any of the rocks here a t  low t i d e .  

A d  the mUSSelS, do they do anything 

You can g e t  them off 

Q. 

with the mussels here? 
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A .  Yes; the  Indians e a t  them a l l  t he  time, 

and the white people e a t  them when they can get  

them. There i s  a spec ies  grows down around 

Cape F l a t t e r y  and they a r e  very l a r g e  -- have 

yellow meat. The mol lusks that  occur down at 

a 

the Cape a r e  fas tened by theifbyssus t o  the 

rocks. 

Q. T h a t  is the  horse mussel is i t  not? 

A .  I dont know; i t  is 8 b i g  mussel. 

Q. Do they e a t  them down there  a t  a114 

A. O h ,  yea; those mussels they ge t  a t  the 

Cape everybddy l i k e s  them, the whites as well  

as the  Indians,  but I never heard them ca l l ed  

horae mussels down there .  There is nothing 

t h a t  would a t t a c h  that name t o  them down the* 

because it o l d  times they did not have any 

horses.  I know the  horse-show crab  is named 

from i ts  appearance t o  a ho r se ' s  foot ,  but t k y  

a r e  not t o  be found here  a t  a l l .  

Q. Do they use m y  but the one kind o f  

crab here? 

A. No. 

Q. 

A. No. I think i t  is only  the  l i t t l e  crab 

They dont use these l i t t l e  crabs? 
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you saLvi a t  Joe Cates'.  

nodule crabs a r e  very r a re ,  and I guess nobody 

but me would  bother  t o  e a t  them, and I w i l l  eat 

anything t h a t  comes out o f  the s a l t  rater, t o  

see i f  it  is good. 

And those,  what we c a l l  

Q. Do you know what the k e l p  crab is? 

A. Y e s ;  but there  is a crab that we get 

down a t  the Cape which I c a l l  the t o r t o i s e  crab;  

it draws i ts  f e e t  a l l  in under its  s h e l l .  That 

is 8 very p r e t t y  crab, but they never grow big 

enough t o  ea t .  They grow about 3 inches 

across .  

Q. W i l )  the  Indians ea t  the kelp crabs? 

A. No; I: dont think they bother with 

anything d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  these big crab8. 

Q. NOW, the shrhps here? 

A. O h ,  t he re  is millions o f  them. We 

hauled a dredge  fro^ the Albatross a t  one time 

r i g h t  opposite here a t  the mouth o f  Scow Bay 

and go? 8 bushels of  them. and y e t  I cannot get 

the  fishermen t o  ge t  them a net .  Joe Cates 

says every time the;' haul the ne t  t he re  is mobe 

Or less shrhps g e t  entangled in it. There is 

nobody goes i n to  ' i t .  

t o  s tart  tha t  business here and some o f  

There was a man ran ted  



-59- 

these l o a f e r s  around t h e  wharves said there  was 

nothing here  and dissuaded h i m  f r o n  i t .  I used 

t o  ge t  some f o s s i l  crabs d.om a t  Neah Bay when 

I w a s  s t a t i o n e d  there .  You rill find the  

pebbles on the  beach, ge t  a roundish shape. 

I have sen t  those t o  the National Musean. I 

have got  one specimen in my o f f i c e .  These 

crabs shed t h e i r  s h e l l s  every year, and those 

s h e l l s  become f i l l e d  w i t h  muddy water and that 

mud becomes packed i n  t h e  s h e l l ,  and they c a l l  

them s h e l l  s tones;  and then i t  has been r o l l e d  

around o n  the  beach by the storms. 

Q. Those crabs were the modern species? 

A. Oh, yes; the same spec ies  as the 

present .  

Q. Do the c o a l  seams, any o f  them come t o  

the sur face  around here? 

A. Oh, yes; but they a r e  small. The coal 

underlies the whole o f  t h i s  region, but i t  runs 

deep and the e q e r t s  who have been a t  Nanaimo, 

e t c . ,  a r e  unanimous about t h i s  being the  same 

formation as tha t .  Capt. Tanner was so well 

s a t i s f i e d  when he was here that he said he was 

astonished the people d id  not go a f t e r  tha t  c o a l .  

Q. Did you ever see much of  the  eulachon? 
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A.  Oh, yea. 

Q. D i d  you ever 888 them use i t  f o r  

c and1 e8 4 

A. Oh; my yes! I wrote qu i te  an a r t i c l e  

about t h a t  eulachon f o r  the Smithsonian. 

around the  Baas River i s  the  p lace  where you get  

up 

that .  They s e l l  the:? i n  tne  markets i n  

Por t land  and they c a l l  them smelts, and i t  is 

not very fat; then when i t  . g e t s  over t o  the  

F rase r  i t  begins t o  g e t  f a t t e r ,  and t h e y  sell 

i t  in V i c t o r i a  as the  eulachon, and i t  is con- 

sidered t o  be a very choice pan fish, and then  

you go f a r t h e r  nor th  and up a t  the  Naas River 

is where it ob ta ins  perfect ion.  men i t  is 

cold it is just l i k e  lard, and when they are 

dry you can s e t  f i r e  t o  them and they w i l l  burn 

just  l ike  a candle. 

Q. Do they use them up there  much f o r  

burning? 

A,  No; I dont think they u s e  them nor; 

they used t o  i n  o l d  times. 

Q. mat would they use the oil for? 

A. Xating, the same ae we eat b u t t e r ,  I t  

is very nice  when it  is fresh, and very  sweet. 

me black cod hns an immense quantity of fab 
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and on m e e n  Char lo t te  I s lands  they e x t r a c t  t h i s  

grease and US8 i t  i n  the same way, and I think 

the grease is I d e n t i c a l  i n  t h e  black cod and the 

eulachon- The fa t  is e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  from 

herr ing,  salmon o r  mackerel f a t .  There wa9 a 

gentleman In  Vic to r i a ,  when I brought t h i s  first 

l o t ,  W h Q  Vas very fond of mackerel and salmon, 

but he could not e a t  i t  as i t  did not agree with  

h i s  stomach, and I gave him a p i ece  o f  t h a t  

b l a c k  cod and he s a i d  i t  agreed with him 

per fec t ly .  Then Langley & C o . ,  the chemists 

over there ,  they t r i e d  t h i s  eulachon o i l  as a 

remedy equal t o  cod l i v e r  o i l ,  and i t  w a s  found 

t o  be equal ly  e f f icac ious ,  but they were not the  

people t o  p r a i s e  i t  and put i t  on the market a s  8 

Yankee would. You could g e t  thousands o f  

ga l lons  o f  I t  up i n  the Naas River. There is 

nothing nauseous about i t  as there is  about cod 

l i v e s  o i l ,  and it has the  stme e f f e c t  as cod 

l i v e r  o i l .  Cod l i v e r  o i l  has a very f a t t e n i n g  

quali ty.  

go t o  Gloucester, on the  coas t  of Masaachuaetts, 

and l i v e  on cod l i v e r s ,  f r i e d ,  and t h e y  W0-d 

g e t  j u B t  a8 fat a8 m u l d  be, and they w i l l  t e l l  

t he  o i l  i n  the l i v e r  when I t  is cooked that 

I have known people with consumr>tion 
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r a y  is more nourishing than when i t  is ext rac ted  

You take that ,  and then take the  tongues and 

sounds and cook them and i t  will s e t  a l l  these 

inval ids  on t h e i r  legs. 

Q. Has any steps been taken i n  th i s  

region t o  put uy. sard ines?  

A. Yes; Joe Cates, he put up the  ones I 

sent  t o  Chicago, and he understands the business 

thoroughly, but he i s  a queer kind o f  8 fellow 

and he r a a  afraid t o  take a grea t  quant i ty  f o r  

f e a r  he could not use them, and these  f i s h e m c n  

are  not going out  t o  c a t c h  him half a barre l  of 

f i s h .  One of them t o l d  him he could ca tch  

him a hundred b a r r e l s  o f  them i f  he r m t e d  them, 

but he is afYaid to handle them. The f i s h  

he has p u t  up here has been proven t o  be 8 

succetm. 

e. What f i s h  did they ge t?  

A. Anchovies. These anchovies are the  

ones ve c a l l  sardinee.  The anchovies are in 

myriads a l l  the ray pp the coaat,  but it  

a t t a i n s  p e r f e c t i o n  In Puget Sound, and south 

from here i t  is not worth picking  up; they w i l l  

not  evenuse i t  for bai t .  

up but it  waa not fat enough down there, but 

They t r i e d  t o  pu t  i t  
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here i t  is excessively f a t ,  and p u t  u p  a s  Cates 

d id ,  w i t h  o l i v e  oil, Capt.  Tanner and those 

gentlemen r h o  t a s t e d  i t  a t  the  World's F a i r  

pronounced i t  a super ior  a r t i c l e  and equal i n  

every respec t  to the  French v a r i e t i e s  they had 

r i g h t  alongside o f  i t .  We have t8St td  the 

f a c t  t h a t  the f i s h  are here and that when p u t  

up they a r e  slrperior t o  any t h a t  a r e  put  up i n  

Eas tpor t  o r  anywhere e l s e  i n  America and i t  is 

8 p i t y  they could not be put up i n  q u a n t i t i e s  

here, because Joe could s e l l  a s  man;' as he 

c o u l d  p u t  up. The Albatross people  t o l d  him 

i f  he would have enough put LIP they would get 

a l l  t h e i r  supply f rom him when they came Sack, 

and he has not put  up one. 

Q. 'Illhere d i d  he-pretend t o  work? 

A. Right i n  the next bu i ld ing  t o  h i s  

store.  He has everything p e r f e c t  there  f o r  

p u t t i n g  these f ish up. 

Q. What is the  leason f o r  t h i s  fish here? 

A. I t  is r i g h t  nor. There are  mi l l i ons  

in Por t  Discovery Bar, and I a p p o s e  they are 

i n  t h i s  bay here. 

Q. It m u d  be the summer sea8on then, 

and permpa some of t h e  r e s t  of the year? 
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A. Yes, s i r ;  but we cannot t e l l  until they 

make a t e s t .  Sometimes they have been so thick 

a t  P o r t  Hadlock here  i n  the  bay that you could 

dip them up by the buckets f'ull. Joe is a good 

c lever  fellow, but he has not the energy o f  Borne 

of t hose  fellows .doan e a s t ,  o r  he would  d r i v e  

ahead o n  th i s ,  as he has proved he-can  do the 

w o r k  

The following is a list o f  s e a l i n c  schoon- 

e r s  a t  Neah Bag: James C. Swan, Deeahks, 

Columbia, Enmett F e l i t z ,  Pu r i t an ,  C.  C. Perkins, 

August , and Mat i l d a .  


